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fit incepra; Chriſte, nbid meit. 


James tv. 14. 


For what is your life ? It is even a vapor 
that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vaniſheth away. 


WH E neglect of the True Conſideration of 
the frailty and ſhortneſs of our Lives, and 
the unreaſonable hopes of living long, hath 
occaſioned endleſs projeRs, and deſigns far 

too long for the ſhort time we have to live, and the 
many Miſeries and 14 ag we muſt meet with 
if we will lead a godly Lite. 

Thoſe that have not God in all their Thoughts, 
that ſwell with Pride and Ambition, whoſe Cove- 
touſneſs and Avarice is unmeaſurable, that ſpeak 
great and ſwelling words of Vanity, contemning 
and deſpiſing the Poor and Needy, that_ enlarge 
their defires as Hell, having immortal deſigns to 
lay up much Goods for many Years, when God is 
notin all their Thoughts ; Such Men are by S. James 
put in mind of their latter ead, that the remem- 
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brance thereof may bring down their high thoughts 
and proud looks, and may cure their inſatiable 
Thirſt after the World; who mind only earthly 
things, whoſe end is Damnation : All their Care is 
how to Buy and Sell and get Gain, to go to ſuch and 
ſucha City, to ſtay a Year and more, increaſe their 
Eſtates and Revenues, and then if Riches increaſe 
their Barns muſt be larger, they will be more 1a- 
remperate and profuſe, ſpend it upon their Luſts, 
having no regard to God, nor the: Neceſſities of 
their poor Neighbour, but give themſelves over to 
the intoxicating pleaſures of the World, which 
drown Men in Perdition : Theſe Cares of the World 
are Thorns which choak the Seed of the Word, de- 
ſtroying in themall care of God and Righteouſneſs, 
fo that they ſpend their time ia Sin without any re- 
morſe, without any hearty and ſerious Reformation, 
without any care to bring forth fruits meet for Re: 
pentance, and continue thereia till their time and 
ſtrength be ſpent, and take pleafure in thoſe that in- 
duſtriouſly treaſure up Wrath againſt the day of 
Wrath. 

There is no better remedy to- cure this Soul- 
damning Sin, The Love of the World, than to conſi- 
der that our Life « but « F apor, that appeareth but 
4 ſbort time and then vaniſbeth away; and then what 
will it avail any to have gained Earth with the 
loſs of Heaven, with the loſs of his Soul ? 

The greateſt Wiſdom in the World caanot ſecure 
the Temporal Eſtate. Though a Man arm- 
ed keep his Houſe, and his Goods are (o long ſafe ; 
per a onus than he may come, and then whoſe 

| thele be? Thea all are inthe power of him 

| that 
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that is ſtrongeſt, all theſe. great things that Men 
have acquir'd with much labour, and contempr of 
God and Man, ſerve only to declare the Violence 
and Injuſtice of their late Maſter, the Tyranny and 
Oppreſtion of their preſent Poſſeſſor. 

Bur ſuppoſe there could be made fo ſtrong an 
Eatail that your Inheritance ſhould continue in 
your own Line, and your Houſes be called by your” 
own Name; yet Death will make a ſeparation, 
it will ſeparate them from the World, whom aei- 
ther Mercies could melt, nor God's Judgmeats 
terrifie; God will ſend his Meſſenger for them, 
Death will imbitter all their enjoyments, and 
make them ſee their Miſery in ſetting their hearts 
upoa ſuch good things as deſtroyes their care of, 
Heaven, and takes away all ſence of the ſhortneſs 
and frailty of their Lives. 

The Words are a reproof of all thoſe that ſeek 
only an earthly Paradiſe, that __ to Live long 
and get much Wealth, and conſider not that their 
Days are numbred, that our Time is in; the hand. 
of the Lord. From which obſerve 


I. That it is the duty of every Chriſtian to re- 
member, That their Lives are very ſhort. 

TI. That this Truth, if throughly believed, would 
moderate our AﬀeQions, wean us from: the. love of 


the World and worldly things. 


I. That it is the duty of every Chriſtian often. 
to meditate on the ſhortneſs of their Lives. 
1. This is that Wiſdom God wiſhes his own 


People, Deat.z2.v.29. O that they were wiſe, _ 
goey 
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they would remember ly Hake exd. And ſore t' 
is a chief poiht of Wiſdom, which God wiſhes for 
his choſen People ; he is not wile that ſpends his 
Wit and parts to no purpoſe, that provides not in' 
Time for Eternity,but ſpends his Life in Rioting and 
DrunkeniicF, and the cares of this World. The 
Lord will come, tho we do not prepare for him, and 
then the UnbeElievers will be ſhut our of Heaven and 
ſhut up in Hell; the good and faithful Servants 
of Chtiſt ſhall entet into the Foy of their Lord. 

Alt the Captivities, Miferies and promo. that' 
the I/rae/ires were overwhelmed with, are reducible 
to this head, Laws. r. 9g. They remembred not their 
latter end, therefote they cance down wonderfulh. 
Worldlicneſs and inconfiderationare by this 
Prophet, as the teaſons of the great affiiions that 
befel the 1/raclites; and becaute we know not the 


day nor the hour, therefore the Wiſdom of God 
hath commanded us tobe ready. 

2. Tn Holy Scripture we are frequently in- 
ſtruted, that we are Strangers and Pilgrims, as 
all our Fathers were: Heavea is our Country, the 
World but the Pics of our Pilgrimage, our Life 


only x tithe of fojourning, Heb. 173.14 We have 
here no cotitiniing City, cherafahs we ought to- 
{eek one tocome, in the Heavens, which is - 
nent, #hvſe builder aud tiaker i the Lord. In this 
wo all ogy rob. frail and mutable, all ſublu- 
nary things are ſubject to change. He that is to 
hy oh te Throve, may be ro mvrrow onthe Durg- 
hil ; today # Husband, a Father of many Children, 
many frients and admirers, ( as Job, while his Cup 
ſtood even ) ro Morrow bereeved of all ſach __ 

orts : 


Cy 
forts: like Rachel weeping for her Children and would” 
wot be comforted. 4 
Our Life is called a Tabernacle ; an carthly Ta- 
bernacle muſt bedifſolved : And if in Truth we be- 
lieve it, we will lay a good foundatioa for the time 
to come, leave the World and go to the Father ; if 
we leave it not in our AﬀeRion and PraQiice, in the 
Follies and knpieties of it, if-we ftudy not a dire& 
ion to the World, the W will at laſt 
leave us with a hard Heartand polluted Conſcience ; 
fuch Furniture is neither to be envied nor coveted. 
3- This was the pratice of the Saints, Moſes 
prayed for it, So teach as fo number our days that we 
may 4pp2 our hearts wnto wiſdom, Pſal. go. 12. In the 
Death of others good Chriſtians ſee their own, and 
do wonder, and with grief complain of the ſtupidity 
and prophanity of many, who do not conlider their 
Mortality : it's neceſſary that good Chriſtians be- 
wail their own and other mens. mſeries : The leſs 
care that many take of cheir Salvation the more will 
good Men pity their caſe, and with Tears pray for 
thoſe who will not pray for themſelves to any good 
ſe; with the Royal Prophet, Faft and put oa 
-cloath, Faft and Pray for them, eadeavouring 
to imitate in ſome meaſure that great example of 
Compaſſion in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, who wept 
over 3 reg. bedewed them with his Tears aad 
before they were drowned in their own. 
| This isa fort of Wiſdom that inlightens the un- 
derſtanding and purifies the Heart, makes us fee 
the Warld away, that we-may experimen- 
po rio vanities, alin the world « vanity 
: vexation: of ſpirit : So that the: Soul. will = 
MUCcn : 
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much be affeQed with the deceiving and deftroying 
pleaſures of Sin. ? 

This is that ſtudy, which in the opinion of a great 
Emperor, is able to purifie and adorn the Mind : 
The art of Holy Living and Holy Dying; to -medi- 
rate much upon God and our ſelves, will make us 
happy and wiſe, This is that wiſdom - that i from 
above, and is full of good fraits, Jam. 3.17. Pal. 39. 
5. —— end--- wwe womng —— 
that aff the days i appointed time waits for hi 
Ne ating It is better t0go to the houſe of ut 
ing than the heuſe of feafting ; for this is the end of all 
men, and the living will lay it to beart. No Medita: 
tion will better qualifie us, uſefully and Religiouſly 
©o converſe with Men on Earth, and in Heaven 
with God and Angels. 

This was S. Pas/'s practice to Die dayly. ſuch 
ſhall never die eternally: This is the uſe we are to 
make of it, 2 Cor. 7. 29, 3o, 31. The time us ſbort, it 
remains then, that we uſe this world as not abuſing it : 
then follows a very ftrong reaſon, for the nw: paſ- 
ſeth away and the faſbion thereof. | 

Our Lives are but a ſpan long, our Soul is conti- 
nually in our hands, no ſooner do weenter into Life, 
bur we are upon the brink of Death ; many are bu- 
ried ere they are born, and their Lamp's waſted 
as ſoon as lighted. 

The days of our Age, ſays the P/almift, are 50 or 
80. years, but if we Jedudl the daysof Vanity and 
Sin, we ſhall find the time much ſhorter than we 
areawareof; our firſt Ape, our In and Child- 
hood is almoſt ſpent without the uſe of Reafon, in 
-childiſh Vanities ; our youth and ſtrength RED 

pent 
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ſpent in Sin and Jollity, our Old Age in the thorn 
Cares of the World: all which being dedudted, 
there, will remain only a ſhort ſpace, of many 
years, (as one hath well obſerved ) 

Moſt Men never mind theic Egdrill it feizeon them 
either in Old Age orMortal Diſeaſes : Our condition 
then would __ Joy and Reſt; which wecannor 
expeQ, unleſs the meditation of the ſhortacſs of our 
Lives, prove the mortification /of our Sias : "if we 

our time in doing nothing, ' or in doing evil ; 
uch muſt needs be in great perplexity at the hour of 
death, when the Time is ſpear, and the work of Sal- 
vation neglected, when their Life bath been mi{ſ- 
ſpent in the Cares of the World; then, tho? they: 
may.cry with much bitterneſs and many Tears, tho? 
they, with much earneſtaeſs, may deſire to ſee one of 
the days of the Son of Man, they ſhall not ſee ir. 


' LE. Fhis Truth if throughly believed, would 
moderate our AﬀeCQtions, wean us from the love of 
the World, and worldly things. 


This is the defign of the. Holy Ghoft in this Scri- 
pture;For what is your life? &c.T hat ſeeing it is « vapor 
that appeareth for « little time, and then vaniſbeth away, 
then certainly Men ſhould make uſe of their Time, 


s great enemy, the ead of 
is damnation, Pbz/. 
ual motive to cure 
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day to live, would yet ſpenditin graſping after the 
pelf of the world, or gaping after ſome ambitious de- 
fign, or airy applauſe : whatever be our enjoyments 
and temporal Felicities, yet we ſboa/d remember the 
days of darkneſs, Eccl.ir.8. Which if we doto an 
good purpole, the gaieties of the world will not muc 
affeQ us, ſeeing their full confluence and enjoyment 
are but vexation of Spirit, and leave a ſting, a fearſul 
remorſe and agony in the Conſcience. 

If one paſs his Time in the height of the Pleaſures 
of the world, in the ways of Sin; walking in the 
ways of his own Heart, and in the fight of his own 
Eyes---K.zow thos, that for all theſe things God will bring 
thee to judgment, Ercl.11.9. And after all their time 1s 
ſpent in wealth, after the imaginations of their own 
Hearts, how will they aoſwer that awakening que- 
ſtion of S. Paws, Rom. 6. alt. What fruit heve ye in 
thoſe things whereof you are now aſhamed? | 

It's the love of the world that makes Men ſocruel 
and hard hearted, deceiving and being deceived, this 
makes them forget that God that made them, with 
Dema:, forſake the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and imbrace the prefenr World. It's the love of the 
World that makes them deny God in rheir Works, 
whom they ſeem roadore by their Chriſtian Profeffi- 
on, this fiifles all their good intentions, deſtroys all 
care of their Immortal Souls, all hopes of Heaven 
and Happineſs. Love not the world, nor the of the 
world; rf any max love the world, the love wot 
iz him,x Fob.2.15.Suchas loverheW orld are Chriſt's 

enemies, who have their portion in this life, 

Pſ.1 7.14. who have no rafte of any thing but whar 
is ſenſual and worldly, bave no — 
H 
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Holy and Divine ; and whoever are friends of the 
World have no love to Piety and Religion, but 
againſt all the checks of Conſcience, againſt al! the 
frequent and _- ſtrivings of the Spirit of God, 
have choſen forbidden intereits and pleaſures, and 
follow them down to Hell. | 

If we have any true Piety we muſt keep our ſelves 
waſpotted of the world, Ja. 1.17. Chriſt Jeſus acquaints 
his Diſciples, that he bath choſen them out of the world, 
Joh.15.19. Irs reckoned as a grievous fin to ſpeak 
gobd of the covetous whom God abhorreth, P/c1o. 3. 

To moderate our affeRions after the World and 
ſenſual Pleaſures, the Thoughts of Death have been 
thought very effeftual. That cuftom of preſenting a 
ſtone toche Emperor at his Inauguration, that they 
might know afrer what form he would have his 
Tomb; King Phztip's boy calling every Morning to | 
him, remember thows art « Man, were effeQual re- 
membrences of their Mortality. The Jews had their 

chres im their Gardens, as we read Foſeph of 4- 
remathea had : A Death's head will a little altay the 
the immoderate purſuit of worldly Pleafures. The 
Holy Ghoſt makes the ſame uſe of our larrer end ; 
Thar the remembrance rhereof may imbitter world- 
ly enjoyments, that wood otherwiſe pierce the Soul 
andendanger, if not quite deſtroy the hopes of Sal- 
vation. 
are miſtaken if they think they can be both 
and good Chriſtrans; a great and wealthy 
cannot be accoumed liberal by the Spirit of 
Efz.3 2.5. The Love of God and the Love of the 
World are inconſiftent, they cannot ſaffer one the 0- 
ther. Dzves that great worldling, that defired no 
B 2 Hea- 
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Heavea but the height of Wealth, worldly and ſer 
ſual Pleaſure : how did he Pride himſelf in his por 
ſeſſions, deny the cryes of the Poor and needy, had 
no pity nor compaſſion upon one that lay at his door 
—_— with Poverty and extreme want, and loaden 
with painful and acute diſeaſes, to whom he would 
not give any of his ſuperfivities, but wallowed in all 
exceſſes, to glut and fatiatea proud and curled Car. 
kaſs ? How doth the Holy Ghoſt alarm this hard- 
hearted worldling, as Be{ſbazzar was with the ap- 
pearance of a hand-writing, his condemnation on the 
wall, Thos fool, this might ſhall thy Soul be taken from 
thee, and then whoſe ſball theſe things be? Lake 12.20. 
Job's conſideration, c.1.v. 21. That we brought no- 
thing into the world, and can carry nothing out, will, if 
duly conſider'd, make us have a true eſtimate of 
worlsly things, that we will not deſire toenjoy them 
upon miſerable terms, nor ever make any other uſe of 
the conſideration of the ſhortneſs of them. But 
thoſe that are deplorably and deſperately wicked; 
who believe neither Heaven nor Hell, God nor De- 
vil ; ſuch as the Scripture degrades, terming them 
the beaſts of the People, who are viler than the 
Earth : It's no marvel that ſuch as live like beafts 
ſhould die ſo too ; thoſe great and mighty worldlio 
make a quite different uſe of this DoQtrine of 
ſhortneſs of our lrves. Therefore they commit ſin 
with greedineſs, do violence to hell; and 
ſeſſion of thoſe places of Torment before t 
Their houſes are ſafe from fear, neither is the 
«pon them.. They ſpend their days in wealth, and 
by go down to the greve, Job 21.9, 13. What 
Nature and Fortune have they not abuſed * 
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Truths . of Qribicny have not ſuch wreſted-ta 
their own damnation, Let as eat and drink for to mor- 
row we die, 1 Cor. 15, is a damnable inference from 
that neceſſary Truth. 

He contemned the World who meditated much 
1 that voice which ſounded. in his cars, «ri/e ye. 
ad and come to judgment. This is that uſe the Spirit 

of God preſſes upon all our Conſciences, Eccl. g, 10. 
Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might, 
for there is no work nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſ- 
dom in the grave whither thos goeſt. Great reaſon have. 
all Chriſtians to exhort one another to a right conſi- 
CA. % ;rogh latter = ſo _— the more, bes 
cauſe you ſte the day approaching, Heb. 10. 25. + 

That our lives A j” a thing CLETY" 
known and believ'd,moſt will ſay,as Jacob to Pharaoh, 
few and evil beuve the days of my pilerimage been. 

But they only know it ina Scripture-ſence, that 
know it for the time to come, and. therefore live. 


every hour as for my 

It's no hard matter to know, That a Body of con- 
trary qualities cannot laſt long, we know that Hea- 
ven hath decreed this. Heb. g. 27. That its appointed 
for all men once to die. For if in this life only we had 
hope, we were of all men moſt miſerable ; neither is it 
any hard matter to have a ſpeculative knowledge of 
God's Word and Works, we may know thatRewards 


and Pyniſhmearts ace not in this Life proportion'd to 
the. ; a righteous Man way periſh in his 
righ ſs, and a. wicked Maa prolong his days 


in fin, Eccl. 7; 15. 
It is not a ſpeculative knowledge that will have 


apy great effeR upon us, but ſuchas Santtikes ard 
makes, 
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makes us better Men : it's a heart-work; its comfort 
is berrer felc than expreſs'd by words. t Sms. 2. 12. 
Effs Sons are ſaid, #or ro &zvw God.  Donbtleſs they 
underſtood the Law in a literal fence, bur they had 
no ſaving knowledge of it ; nordo any improve their 
talent well, confider their Time aright, che ſhort- 
nels and frailty of cheir Lives, That donor daily die 
unto Sin atd live unto Righteouſneſs ; That make 
not the Meditation of Death, the Mortification of 
their Sins : in this ſefice is that of Feb to be under- 
ſtood, 3. 23. Tknow that thou wilt briz2 me to death, 
and to the houſe appointed for all lrving. To know ic 
for our felves in particular, that we may break of 
our Sins by R tice, redeem the Time we have 
loſt, and pray for Grace to wait for the Lord's com: 
mg : ifour Mortality have not chiseffeQ, it ſhews 
our unkenefs, as well as unwillingnels to Die. 

This is indeed a common ſubjeR, and fuch an one 
as experience hath made plait to Mankind, yet it's 
of great uſe, and very neceſſary, as S. Perey tells us, 
He rhoughr meet to ſtir up their pure minds by way 
of temembrance, becauſe the time of his departure 
was at hand. Tho* they ne them already, *-x 
being again prefſed upe they might proveeffe- 
Aoal morives ro Pivcy and Goffineſs, 2 Pet.1.12,t6. 
Godcornimands his Servants to preach thrs known 
Truth, E/ay 46.6. The voice ſaid'cry, Al fifb is praf. 
The mighty Kings afd Princes Dyeas vac of the 
tean peopte; Rich and Poor ye down together in 
the Duſt, Old and Young meet together im the 
Grave, and there is no diſcharge in this War. 

I proceed now to the Ufes which may be drawa 
fromthe Truths delivered, and Faft of —— 

Firſt, 
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Firft, Secing our Life is a Vapor, very ſhort and 
frail, then ſpend this ſhort time well, in fuch works 
of Picty and Charity, as need no change at Death, 
25 leave no ungrateful remembrance, no tormeat- 
ing remorſe of Conſcience behind them: Spend 
your time in God's Houſe, in God's Service, it will 
bring a Man to Peace at the laft, whatever may em- 
ploy you, yer nothing can fatisfie a Chriſtian Soul, 
but a due refleQion upon a well ſpent Life, which 
was Hezekis's great comfort, 2 hon 3. and will 
be ours in our walk r the ſbadow of Death. Re- 
member wow, O Lord, how I heavewalked before thee, 
in trath, and with a perfett beart, and done that which 
& good in thy fight. With anvupright heare, omit ao 

ity to ſerve God in his Houſe, nor in your 

own : One day in his Courts is better ſpent than s 

yr gan her Sager of CHOI 0 bow ans- 

are bu ; es / and, ing a choice 

bleſſing for the Romess, pray'd, fn would 

fill them with all joy in believing. Spiricual- Com- 
forts are only ſatisfying and __— 

Ler me in the name of Chriſt exhort you all to 
— of your Time, make your Calling 
and EleQtion ſure, mind and promote in your ſelves 


E 
and others, the things that accompany Salvation. If 
you ſleep away your Life in Sin, you will be awake- 
ned with the flames of Hell; which Sio, and rhe 
Wrath of God have made fo bor already. Death 
may come in an hour when thou art not aware of it, 
and then thou mayft have no more Time than to cell 
thy Companions in Sio,that thou art going to Hell ; 
as one hath truly expreſt che danger of want of 


this conſideration, Mr. G. | 
- That- 
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That fearful Judgmenr that befel Corab, Dathex 
and Abiram, Nam. 16.32. when Wives, Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants, were ſwallowed 
up alive, hath been-to our aftoniſhmeat repeated in 
our days: *Tis not 'many years (ince we heard the 
aſtoniſhing news of Towns and Families, that in'a 
moment went down -to the Pit, and tho? we were 
not SpeQators of thoſe grievous Plagues when God 
did ſhake the Earth' fo: terribly ; yet theſe terrible 
Judgments were loudly founded iniour ears by fea- 
lonable admonitions from beyond Seas, and carly 
alarms by the Men of God at home, that would 
have us healed; yetalaſs, their Death did not make 
us amend our Lives, but we perſiſted in our Impie- 
ties in deſpite of all God's Terrible J $. 
So that what the Holy Ghoſt hath told us of others, 
Rev. 9. 20. is verified of our ſelves: And the reft of 
the men which were not killed by the plagues, yet repen- 
ted wot of the works of their hands. | 

Let nothing in the World deprive you of the hea- 
venly Intercourſe betwixt God and your Souls, nor 
rob you of the Sacred Opportunities of your offering 
up a Morning and Evening Sacrifice ; allow noen- 
tertainment to any buſineſs how important ſoever 
that would hinder your Private and Publick Devo- 
tion, in the Cloſetand Congregation ; by ſuch hea- 
vealy and conſtant Exerciſes we are kept under the 
ſence of God's Preſence, and remembrance of our 
Duty; That God atnotime may want a Sacrifice, 
nor wea Bleſſing. Then will God be gracious unto 
his People, and endow them with Virtue from on 
High ; Then will the Holy Spirit reſt upon us, -and 

abroad in our hearts, ſuch' afſurances of his 
Love, 


(15) 
Love, as no delight on carth Shaq The 
whereof will be ſo heavenly and fatisfying, ed 
Death it ſelf ſhall not take it from us, but as it is 
by the Holy Spirit n on Earth, ſoſhall it be 
continued, and 1 in Heaven ; where our 
Life ſhall have nor our Joy admit of any 
diminution nor alteration. 

The Second Uſe is of Information, To ſhew us 
the danger, as well as the. baſeneſs of Earthly 
Mindedneſs; of the Men of this World, whoſe pory 
tion is ia this Life: Whoſe exd i damnation, whoſe 
God is their bely, whoſe glory is their ſbame, Phil. 3.19- 
Thoſe that are grown great by O , who 
haye caten up the Poor as Bread, who have oppreſ- 
{ed the Widow and Fatherlefs, ſuch as bed no power 
ta withſtand their unjuſt pretentions and exaQiions, 
but boaſted themſelyes they were able todo mil- 
chick, —_ 1,2. To whomthe Tears of the Op- 
preſſed reliſhed better than the choiceſt Wine ; and 
to deſtroy. Men, to. make them rot in Gaol, to make 
them feel the power of their cruel Wrath, (asthe 
modiſh Phraſe is ) is a continual Feaſt, What will 
ſuch-do when they come to die ? What will 
anſwer when iſes to © 4 n——_ What wi 
your Wealth you? an can by his abun- 
dance deliver his own Soul, neither from Death in 
this World, nor Damnation in the next. 

Let the conſideration of your ing End 
cure your inſatiable Thirſtafter Earthly Things, and 
make you deſpiſe all unjuſt gain ; as i it would, 
ifit were-truly believ'd. How inſipid and mean would 
all the Kingdoms of the World appear to him that 
dies daily, that _—_ this Truth for the time to 

come * 
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corhe. This would allay Malice and Hatred, That 
very image and reprefentation of Hell, that turns 
Men into Devils, that baniſhed Angels. out of Hea- 
ren acd keeps them:in the blackneſs of darkneſs ill 
the Day; when their puniſhment ſhall. be tin- 
greaſed according rothe Powerend Wrath of God! 
W hat ever proud and cruel thoughts: Mea have, 
whatever Hard and unmetrcifu} defgns ; yer when 
their Breath is” gone, 2all cheir Thongs perifh ; 
their Love, theic and Eavy: periſh and:come 
to an end with them, Eccl.9.6: Andithat Maas whom 
they have continually haunted, that. he was hunted 
like a Patridge in the Wilderneſs ; who found more 
Peace and- Safery among brute and /ſavage' Beaſts, 
than among cruel and' worldlyMen : $o that the 
poor Man who hopes for Mercy from them, who has 
it him the Image of God, istaken in their ſnares ; 
He is undone by them, and in the bitterneſs of his 
Soul, Cryes, O thet I bad the wiayzs-of « Dove, that 
F might flee away aud be at reft, Pſal, $6. 6. 

What reft from ſuch words Harpies? ' Nohe but 
in the Grave ; There the weary are at reſt. But if no- 
thing will abace this cruel- Temper, n6r alter their 
delights ;'/yer let rhem! remember; that with what 

ure they mete to others, they' ſhalf 'meer with 
the ſame from the Great Judge of all the Earth : 
And he that hath ſhewed no Mercy, ſhall. have 
Fudgment without Mercy. 

W hatever ProjeQts may entertain us, whatever 
pleaſant Fancy may flatter us; That we will get 
Gain, that we will raiſe our Families, perpetuate 
our Name ; yet we muſt kave all cheſe to the Man 
that ſhall come after us: And who knoweth whe- 

ther 
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ther he ſhall be a Wiſe Man or a Fool? Yet ſhall he 
have rule over all thy labour, wherein thou haſt 
ſhewed thy ſelf wiſe under the Sun, Ecel. 2.18,19. 

God hath ſer bounds to our Lives, we cannot al- 
ter the Decrees of Heaven, nor live one Minute 
longer than our appointed time. not God's 
Word to fet bo to our immortal deſires: after 
the World, a ſhort care will ſerve a ſhort life, Luke 
12.15. Take heed and beware of wer 1 : for « 
mav's life confefteth: not in the abundance of the things 
be poſſeſſeth. Be aſſured of this Truth, they are the 
Mr gt dry eyes rs —_ pr ; ” 

ft required of thee, whoſe 

theſe things be which thou haſt provided? So thatby 
this charaQter, you ſee, none are ſd great fools as 
Worldlings, Nigards and Churls; So « he that lay- 
eth up treaſure for himſelf, and i not rich towards God. 

In the eſteem of the World, He is Wile that is all 
for himſelf, Every man for himſelf, is the term of 
the World ; but God's Ways are not as our Ways, 
He accounts ſuch a Life miſpent, ſuch an one loſt, 
that is a lover of himſelf, 2 Ti. 3.2. Let that of the 
Prophet Hoſes 10. v. 1. be remembred, 1/rael i ar 
empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit anto himſelf: Such 
bring forth unto death, Row. <. 5. Who bring 
not forth fruit unto God, Rom. 7. 4. 


I ſhall now particularly apply my Diſcourſe tothis 
preſent Occaſion, and fay ſomething of this Geatle- 
woman, whoſe Funeral we now Celebrate, whode- 
ſerved ſo much as this Congregation very well 
knows. She lived not long, but ſhe lived well, and 
did much good in a ſhort time, Laying up in ftore 
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br ber ſelf, a good foundation againſt the timit to com 

Fo rh hold on —_— 1 Tam. 6. =-7%y 

She was ofa weak and tender Conſtitution, het 
ſickneſs had a very good effeR on her ; ſhe was. one 
who little admired the Pleaſures and Vanities of the 
World ; ſhe looked upon them as very trifliog and 
inſipid, and did not reliſh chem, as: many of a 
meaner quality uſually do. 


r. Herown ſickneſs made her affeted with: the 
condition of her poor Neighbours, towards whom 
ſhe was very Charitable; very ready and diligent 
to app! ſutable Remedies, Relief : God 
bleſſed ber Endeavours,. and recovered ſeveral poor 
People, her Nei to their former Health; 
who without fuch a compaſhonate and merciful Af- 
ſiſant, might have languiſhed long ia their Diſca- 
ſes: ſome having no Ability, andothers no Under- 
ftanding to ſeek for the recovery of their Healch. 

And ia any obſtinate-Diſtemper, where her own 

udgment needed Informati 'would frequently 
undertake the fatigue of ſeveral Miles, totake Advice 
for thoſe that were in great Miſery and Sickneſs ; 
who otherwiſe in all probability had been ſeen no 
more in the Land of the Living, as ſeveral here pre- 
ſent muſt gratefully acknowledge : This ſhe thought 
ſhe was bound in Conſcience to do, in imitation of 
our Merciful God, who helps thoſe that are in Miſe- 
ry, inobedience to his Commaads, ina humble ac- 
knowledgmeant of God's Bleſlings in many recove- 
ries of her Health, which ſhe had from God's great 
Goodneſs ; whoever was the inſtrument, he was 
the Author : and ſceing ſhe had her Health _ = 

| or 
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Letd, ſhe could not better preſerve it, nor be thank- 
ful to God at a higher rate, than to make others 
know what God had done to her Soul ; That they 
might joyn in Praiſes to him for all his benefits, 
Who verb al our iniquitics, who bealeth all onr diſ- 
eaſes, P/al. x03. L, 2, Þ = 

She had a right to that _—_ P/al. 41. x. She 
wiſely conlider'd the Poor, look'd .them as 
her own Bowels. God in his Law calls them ours, 
Dext-1 5. 1 x,.0n purpoſe, doubtleſs, that we ſhould 
know that God hath choſenthe poor in this world, rich 
in faith, and heirs of the king becven, Jam.2.5. 
It's a happy Life that's ſpens in doing good; ſuch 
have the beſt Approbation; the trueſt Peace, and 
greateſt Reward, Who break of their (ins by « timely 
repentance, and their iniquities by ſbewing mercy ta the 
poor, Dan. 4.27. Such have the Prayers of all the 
Servants of God, the Praiſes of all his Saints; God 
ſees your Works, and willapprove your W.iſdom ; 
who-know that there is ao worth in any Temporal 
Enjoyments : But for 4. man to rejoyce aud do. good in 
bis life, Eccl. 3.12. Without all controverſie, with. 
{ſuch Sacrifices God.is well pleaſed. 


2. She was very Humble and Lowly,an ornament 
which in the ſight of God is of great Price : Her de 
meanor was inoffenſlive, void of Pride and.Y anity : 
She had learned, that God had- made of one Blood 
all Nations under Heaven, ſhe remembred the mean- 
eſt had God's Image ſtampt upon them, and that in 
ſeveral particulars they are to be preferred before 
thoſe of a higher ſtarion: She knew it a duty to con- 


deſcend ta Men of low degree, and:ia honour to __ 
ex. 


—_— ww; ” 
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fer others before our ſelves ; ſhewis _ givento f00- 
liſh talking nor unſeemly j og br 90: and dil. 
Creet, 2 lover, a follower of godly and holy Matrons. 


3. She was'very prudent and Hiſcreetin' tes houſ! 
hold affairs, that / nar of a Virtuous' Woman 


cn licable to her, Pro. 31. 11. The heart of 
her hwsb, 2 17 xs le ors hs 
not evil, al .v. 26 She opened ber 
tre | | ain her #7 we with the Law 

»e/7. Her d call her blefſed” her 
Husband alſo, code b her. She was a kind 


Relation, a True Friend, conſtant tothe Death. - © 

She was an excellent Wife, ſhe paſſionately loved 
her Husband, her AﬀeQion was never lefſened ro- 
wards him, till Death made the ſeparation. 

As her Life was full of good Fruits, ſo ſhe was 
very Patient and Submiffive at the time -of her 
Death; which was very ſudden, and 'unexpefted 
by her Frichds tillz few hours-beſore the rendred 
her Spiritto God who gave it. 

Even in her greateſt Agony, no rmpatient word 
nor angry expreſſion eſcaped her, ſhe not her 
month but in Praiſes to God for every little interval 
of Eaſe ; or in Prayers to God to be Merciful unto 
her; and in earneſt requeſts that we would make 
Supplications for' her happy departure out of this 
Valley of Miſery to Eternal Glory. 

She dyedas Rate, Ges. 35.16. She travailed and 
had hard labour, ſhe bore a Son and died. Upon 
which fad occaſion, *One, in # Funeral Poſture la- 
ments itthus ; > Who can expreſs the Woe of this 
» Day, and the bitterneſs of this Loſs ro the Man or 
» G 


*. hathleft Seven Sons: Her 
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» God y Rachel his dear Wife diesin Childbed, an 
increaſe of Grief: Worldly Comforts are ſubje& 
*to change ; wiſh for Eteraity here, all is but Va- 
” nity. . | 
. Qur deceaſed Siſter was fruitful as Rachel, ſhe 
to her deſigas if 


trained up 1a the epaſth Lo, 


—” % X $2 
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{0 ) by our Prayer: 
them to his ur/and Glbry | 
In a word, She was a Loving and Endearing 


Wife, a careful and tender-hearted Mother, a kind 
Relation, a Faithful Friend, and a very Charitable 
and compaſſionate Neighbour. 


Conclude we then in the Words of an Eminent 


Servant of God: The Lord of his great mercy, by Bip. s.. 


his Holy Spirit, humble our hearts with the remem- 
brance of our frailty, pardon our Sins the only cauſe 
of it ; cloath us with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, the only 
eaſe of it ; and haftew his Son's coming, the only, 
end of it : To which Three Sacred Perſons of t 
Bleſſed God-head, be all Honour and Glory, Praiſe 
and Thankſztving for ever, Amen, 


FINES. 
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